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The following procedures have been established by the Traffic Safety Commission and 
approved by City Council in order to facilitate the residential permit process and recoup a 
portion of the associated costs. These procedures must be completed prior to consideration by 
the Traffic Safety Commission of requests for the establishment of any new or altered residential 
parking permit areas. The evaluation of requests to establish residential parking permit areas 
shall include an assessment by City staff of potential impacts such area will have on commercial 
uses. The Traffic Safety Commission makes recommendations only; all final approval rests with 
City Council.
Any resident requesting the establishment of a residential parking permit area must:
1. Reside within the proposed designated a residential parking permit area;
2. Obtain a “Residential Parking Permit Area” request packet from Pacific Grove Police 

Department;
3. Work with the Police Department and Traffic Safety Commission to define the boundaries of 

the proposed area and to confirm the area in question complies with PGMC  16.41.020, the 
statutory definition allowing the establishment of residential parking restrictions;

4. Obtain at least one adult resident signature from at least 75% of the households within the 
proposed area, consenting to the establishment of the area;

5. Certify that all households within the proposed area have been notified of the potential 
costs and other factors associated with the establishment of this area. Laws related to 
parking enforcement establish the number of signed required.  Be advised you could have 
a sign placed directly in front of your residence.

6. Return the required forms and information to the Police Department so the request can 
be placed on the Traffic Safety Commission agenda for consideration. The Traffic Safety 
Commission will attempt to notify all interested parties as to the time and date of any 
meeting related to the establishment of permit areas.

7. And note, it is estimated the cost of each installed sign is approximately $200.00.  The total 
cost of the project could be spread among those within the area.  The City Council may 
waive all or part of the cost of the signs, which will be reviewed on a case-by-case basis.

Fees for residential parking permits are established pursuant to Section 16.40.050(b) of 
the PGMC.  City Council has adopted a fee schedule for residential parking permits issued 
under this section.  The annual fee is currently set at $10 per permit for vehicles registered to 
households within the permit area, with a limit of two permits per household. This could change 
at anytime, as determined by city council.
These guidelines are designed to accelerate the permit process, as well as to share the burden 
of expense, labor, and notification between City staff and those desiring permit areas.  This 
should result in less confusion on the part of City residents affected by such changes.
The issue of residential parking permit areas has been an ongoing concern for many in our City.  
We will work with you in an effort to resolve your issues as expeditiously as possible. 
NOTE: There is no guarantee that even if all the procedures comply, that Council will approve 
the request for residential permit parking. Each case will be individually decided on its own 
merit.
If you have any questions, you may contact the Pacific Grove Police Department at
(831) 648-3143.
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16.41.010 Purpose. 
The purpose of this chapter is to enhance the quality of life of persons residing in residential 
areas of the city in which streets are congested with vehicles parked by persons not residing in 
such areas. This chapter limits the parking of vehicles along the streets in such areas to persons 
residing in such areas. [Ord. 12-021 § 2, 2012; Ord. 1457 N.S. § 1, 1984].

16.41.020 Designation. 
(a) The city council may, by resolution, designate an area of the city as a residential parking 
permit area if the council finds that the area is predominantly residential, that the streets in the 
area are congested with vehicles parked by persons not residing in the area, and that limiting 
the parking of vehicles along the streets in the area to vehicles controlled and exclusively used 
by persons residing in the area is necessary in order to enhance the quality of life of persons 
residing in the area.

(b) In determining whether limiting the parking of vehicles along the street in an area to persons 
as described in subsection (a) of this section is necessary in order to enhance the quality of 
life of persons residing in the area, the council shall consider the effect of vehicles parked 
by persons not residing in the area on ambient noise levels, air pollution levels and other 
environmental characteristics of the area; pedestrian and vehicular traffic safety in the area; and 
the burden on persons residing in the area in gaining access to their residences.

(c) A resolution designating an area as a residential permit parking area shall describe the 
designated area along which parking will be limited to vehicles controlled and exclusively used 
by persons residing in the area, and shall set forth the hours and days when parking will be 
limited to vehicles controlled exclusively by persons residing in the area. [Ord. 12-021 § 2, 2012; 
Ord. 1457 N.S. § 1, 1984].

16.41.030 Posting. 
Upon adoption of a resolution by the council designating an area as a residential parking permit 
area, the city shall cause appropriate signs to be erected along the street(s) identified in the 
resolution which shall give notice of the limitation on the parking of vehicles in the area as 
provided by PGMC 16.41.040 and shall indicate the hours and days when such limitations shall 
be in effect. [Ord. 12-021 § 2, 2012; Ord. 1457 N.S. § 1, 1984].
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16.41.040 Limitations on parking. 
It is unlawful for any person to stop or park a vehicle on any street identified in a resolution 
adopted by the council designating a residential permit parking area during the hours and on 
the days set forth on the resolution, except:

(a) A vehicle controlled and exclusively used by a person residing in the designated residential 
permit parking area displaying a valid permit issued as provided for by PGMC 16.41.050; or
(b) A vehicle under the control of a visitor to a person as described in subsection (a) of this 
section displaying a valid visitor permit as provided for by PGMC 16.41.050; or

(c) An emergency vehicle, including, but not limited to, an ambulance, fire engine or police 
vehicle; or

(d) A vehicle under the control of a person providing service to property located in the 
designated residential permit parking area, including, but not limited to, a delivery vehicle; or

(e) A vehicle used by a disabled person which displays a disabled person license plate or 
placard issued by the California Department of Motor Vehicles. [Ord. 12-021 § 2, 2012; Ord. 1457 
N.S. § 1, 1984].

16.41.050 Permit. 
(a) With the exception of the residential permit parking area on Sloat Avenue and Ocean View 
Boulevard, between 1st Street and Dewey Avenue, upon the application of any person residing 
(“resident”) in a residential permit parking area, the city shall issue a parking permit for 

(1) each vehicle under the control of and exclusively used by such person or other full-time 
resident at that address, and 

(2) one visitor permit for use by persons visiting the resident and during said visit parking on a 
street in the residential permit parking area. Within the residential permit parking area on Sloat 
Avenue and Ocean View Boulevard, between 1st Street and Dewey Avenue, a maximum of two 
residential parking permits per residential address may be issued during any calendar year for 
the exclusive use of the resident and/or persons visiting the resident to whom the permit has 
been issued. Each resident permit shall be valid for one calendar year. The visitor permit shall 
identify the residence for which it is issued, shall be valid for one calendar year and may be 
used on any visitor vehicle at any time during the year.

(b) Applications for permits described in subsection (a) of this section shall be made on a form 
prescribed by the city, shall be accompanied by proof in a form satisfactory to the city of the 
residency and use and control of vehicles, and shall be accompanied by a fee as adopted by 
the council, no part of which shall be refundable to applicant.

(c) Permits shall be displayed in the manner prescribed by the city at the time the permit is 
issued. [Ord. 12-021 § 2, 2012; Ord. 1457 N.S. § 1, 1984].
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I certify that all the residents of this neighborhood that would be directly or indirectly impacted 
by the proposed change have been notified of the potential costs and other factors associated 
with the possibility of establishing this area as a “Residential Parking Permit” area.  

NAME (LAST, FIRST)

ADDRESS

PHONE NUMBER

SIGNATURE DATE
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